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All About
Our Water
Resources

September Program:

We are fortunate to 
have as our Septem-
ber 6 speaker Nicola 
McGoff, Outreach and 
Education Coordinator 
for the Thomas Jefferson 
Soil and Water Conser-
vation District in Char-
lottesville since 2011.  

Making people aware 
of water issues in our 
area is her job. Nicola 

maintains and man-
ages the district’s Urban 
program, manages the 
website and newsletter, 
and conducts work-
shops, farm field days, 
and other educational 
programs. 

She is well prepared. 
With a master’s degree 
in Environmental Sci-
ences from University 
of Virginia (2004), she 
has worked for the 
Rivanna River Basin 
Commission (RRBC) and 
the Virginia Aquatic 
Resources Trust Fund 
(VARTF) at The Nature 
Conservancy.

If Nicola can manage fourth graders on a field trip—as 
seen here—we should be no problem. 

The monthly membership meeting will begin with social 
time and refreshments at 1:30, followed by the program 
at 2, and then the business meeting.

October Speaker:

Hawks overhead, coyotes howling at night, bears in the backyard...
Come to the October membership meeting and 
learn how you can have a better relationship with 
your wild neighbors. 

Jon W. Donaldson is a wildlife specialist with the 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). 
His program is titled, “Wildlife in Your Neighbor-
hood.”  His presentation will cover a variety of 
mammal and bird species common to our area, 

problems often caused by these species, and resolu-
tions to conflicts with humans and the environment. 

Jon’s degree is in the field of agriculture from 
West Virginia University, and he has spent 30 
years in wildlife-damage management in Virginia 
as well as West Virginia, Texas, Wyoming and 
North Carolina. He lives on a family farm in High-
land county with his wife and three daughters.

Ikebana anyone?
Ikebana International meets at Lewis Ginter 
Botanical Garden in Richmond the first Thursday 
of every month, September through May. All are 
welcome to attend the 10 am meetings. 

Grace Morris is a member and attends monthly 
with a large group from Waynesboro. Lunch is on 
your own, followed by afternoon workshops for 
smaller groups. One can enjoy the meetings and 

workshops without joining Ikebana International.

The 2013 calendar of events/workshops is not 
available yet, but I’ll keep checking and to see 
what is happening in January and February. I’ll 
also find out about advance registration for the 
afternoon workshops. 

I hope to get there for the October meeting, and 
would be glad to have someone join me. 

The link is http://www.ikebanaofrichmondva.org.

From Sharon Gress:
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B I R T H D A Y S          

September
 
20 Joan Habel 

12  Joan Seif

22  Mary ten Hoopen

The new Nelson County Garden Club 2013 Membership Directory is out 
            . . . and we’re in it!
As a gift to the club, Elizabeth 
Upshur has compiled, designed 
and printed the new member-
ship directory.

In a handy 5½” x 8½” booklet 
format, it contains a photo, 
brief profile, and contact infor-
mation for each active member, 
along with contact information 
for honorary members. It also 
lists officers and committee chairs.

Elizabeth gave copies to those present at the 
August membership and board meetings, and will 
have them available at the September membership 

meeting. She asks that anyone needing a copy call 
434-361-1446 or e-mail hibou2g@verizon.net. 

She plans to update the booklet annually and will 
welcome additions and corrections as they occur.

Directory Corrections /Updates

Elizabeth will make these corrections to future 
printings. In the meantime, mark your copy:

 • Sharon Gress phone: 434-361-1571

 • Photo with Rebecca-Bryant Moyer profile is 
actually Jeanne Lawson.

 • Sue Carlson and Terri Brooks will co-chair 
Membership.

 • Anne Newman will chair the New Member Tea.

Welcome New Member: Betsy Agelasto

October

02 Bea Perdue

16 Terri Brooks

20 Anne Newman

25 Carter Ziegler

30 Melissa Thompson

Not included in the first 
Directory printing is new 
member Betsy Agelasto. 
She and husband Peter 
are co-founders of the 
Nelson County Natural 
History Center, about 
which they spoke at our 
August 2 membership 
meeting (right).

Betsy is not new to the 
world of garden club. 
Although she claims to 
be a novice designer—
perhaps in the way that 
Thomas Jefferson was “a 
young gardener—” she 
is a past president of the 
Virginia Beach Garden 

Club, and has served on 
the boards of the Garden 
Club of Virginia and the 
Virginia Chapter of The 
Nature Conservancy. She 
is also a Master Natural-
ist, interested in con-
servation and historic 
preservation. 

Contact information: 
 
Betsy Rawls Agelasto 
511 Rockfish Valley 
Highway 
P.O. Box 129 
Nellysford VA 22958 
434-361-2251 
betsyagelasto@mind-
spring.com

Horticulture

Blue: Sue Carlson, Joan Habel, Shirley McGatha

Red: Cathy Orth

 
Table Design

Blue: Sue Tatum

A U G U S T  A W A R D S
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Highlights of the Board—August

Treasurer: Cheryl’s report showed a beginning 
balance of $3,3,73.31 and an ending balance of 
$3,368.58 for August. We spent $50 for a memo-
rial gift for Mary Frances Brush.

Programs: In Rosemary Weiss’s and Sue Tatum’s 
absence, we discussed using as gifts for speakers 
pens made by Armand Thieblot as suggested by 
Sally, as well as the club’s cookbooks and bever-
age napkins. The co-chairs will be advised they 
have these options for using their budget, added 
to the options of paying honoraria or covering 
travel expenses up to $50. On the topic of pro-
grams, Suiling Weed offered use of her husband 
Al’s PowerPoint projector as needed, saving the 
club the expense of purchasing a projector.

Publicity: Sharon noted that she will be keeping 
local media, including neighborhood media, aware 
of our activities that are of interest to the public, 
and asked for media suggestions. 

Field Trips: Suiling reported that 11 had signed up 
for the August 26 trip to Lewis Ginter Botanical 
Garden in Richmond. They will carpool and meet 
at Lewis Ginter at 10:30. She will inquire at the 
September membership meeting about interest in 
an October event at Ginter. Sharon mentioned the 
possibility of taking ikebana classes there

Directory: Elizabeth was congratulated on—and 
thanked for—the new membership directory. 

Flower show: On Chair Gail Troy’s behalf, Sally 
asked the whereabouts of Joan Habel’s list of 
tasks for a flower show. Sue suggested she ask 
Jackie Britt.

Scrapbooks: Chair Jeanne Lawson has asked the 
whereabouts of past scrapbooks. She will be ad-
vised to contact Jackie Britt and Susan Gardner.

Ways and Means: Sue reported that we will again 
participate in the Belk Charity Sale in October, 

which typically generates about $300 of income. 
Jackie will be the point person with Belk and Sue 
will coordinate NCGC ticket sales and volunteers. 
We will also prepare holiday greens/arrangements 
for sale at the first December market at Rockfish 
Valley Community Center, which has also gener-
ated $300-plus. For the RVCC sale workday, Suil-
ing offered space in the bistro at Mountain Cove 
Vineyards; Sharon said she will coordinate. Sue 
will consult with the program chairs on a time to 
schedule an auction of used clothing and house-
wares. 

Afton Mountain project: In response last meeting’s 
query, Sally reported for Sue Tatum, that the 
planting has been neglected this summer due to 
the location. After discussion, the Board agreed 
it will not be feasible for the club follow up or to 
take on another demonstration garden.

Website: Elizabeth offered to look into the status 
of our current website and potential for a new 
one; she ably handles the website for her church. 
She was advised to get the benefit of Jackie’s 
prior experience. (Currently, the link from the 
nelsoncounty-va.gov site goes to a page offering 
LED-lighted artificial Christmas trees.) The Board 
accepted her offer with gratitude.

NCGC Handbook: Elizabeth said she will audit the 
2011-13 Yearbook to determine content for a new 
reference—a Handbook for Members, companion 
to the new Membership Directory—which she will 
prepare.

The Dirt: Bernice noted that she is mailing the new 
four-page, home-printed Dirt to those who have 
paid for mailing, and carrying copies to meetings 
for those who have paid for hand delivery. Cheryl 
provides the list.

With no further business, the meeting was ad-
journed.

August 8, 2013, home of Cheryl Brogdon

Officers present: Sally O’Neil, President; Esther Larkin, Vice President; Cheryl Brogdon, Treasurer; Ber-
nice Thieblot, Recording Secretary. Officers absent: None. 

Others present: Terri Brooks, Sue Carlson, Elizabeth Upshur, Suiling Weed

Officer and Committee Reports

Announcement

The next meeting of the Board will be Thursday, 
September 12, at 10 a.m. at the home of Elizabeth 

Upshur, 699 Stoney Creek East, Nellysford, 434-361-
1446
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Garden Club Calendar
August 26 Trip to Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden, Richmond 10:30 there

September 6 NCGC Membership Meeting at Nelson County Library 1:30 pm

September 6/7 Heritage Harvest Festival, Monticello

September 12 NCGC Board Meeting, at Elizabeth Upshur 10 am

October 4 NCGC Membership Meeting at Nelson County Library 1:30 pm

October 10 NCGC Board Meeting at Rosemary Weiss 10 1m

November 9 Belk Charity Sale at Fashion Square, Charlottesville 6-10 am

The Dirt is published March through 
December for members and friends  
of the Nelson County Garden Club.

Photographer: Becky Wilson

Editor:  
Bernice Thieblot

schuylark@msn.com 
P.O. Box 35 

Schuyler VA 22969

Deadline for submissions: 
15th of previous month.

Preferred formats: 
Text—body of email 
Photos—medium-quality JPEG

A Remembrance by Bernice Thieblot

Mary Frances Thurmond Brush  
and I had milestone years in common. 
She joined the Nelson County Garden 
Club in 1942, the year I was born, and 
she was serving as club president in 
1964, the year I married. 

When I joined the club in 2006, she was 
serving as corresponding secretary. In 
that role she not only sent the club’s 
birthday, thank-you, get-well, and condolence 
notes; she expanded the role, visiting homes and 
hospitals with news, flowers, and food. At meet-
ings we looked forward to her monthly reports—
given in her signature, warmly humorous style—up-
dates on the doings of absent members. . ..even to 
requests by shut-ins for forbidden treats. 

Her old friend Dorothy Lee Giles recalls that she 
was “most proficient in staging and managing 
flower shows. She became a rose grower in the 
late 1960’s and shared rose bush cuttings and cut 

roses with many people. She and (hus-
band) Roy started the Proud Rose Soci-
ety in the 1980’s. When Queen Elizabeth 
visited Charlottesville in l976, she and I 
furnished the Queen Elizabeth roses for 
the luncheon and for the Queen to carry 
on her walk up the mall.”

Dorothy notes that Mary Frances re-
ceived a medal when she became a 

Consulting Rosarian. She was a member of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution and the 
United Daughters of the Confederacy. Peter Coy’s 
play Carrie Rose, performed at the Hamner The-
ater in in its initai season in 2006, was based on 
her early life in Nelson County. 

Following a heart attack, she was moved to a 
home near Staunton in 2008. She died July 26 
at 93, and many of the garden club attended her 
funeral August 3 at her home church, Mt. Shiloh Bap-
tist in Faber. Her garden club friends miss her still. 

Left, the Queen

Elizabeth rose


