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November Program:

Three Days in December. . .
The workday for our annual sale 
of holiday greens and designs 
will be in the bistro of Suiling 
and Al Weed’s Mountain Cove 
Vineyards and Wine Garden, 
Thursday, December 5, starting 
at 10 am. 

Workers should bring to share: 
containers, conditioned plant 
material, ribbons and ornaments. 
Suiling will pour wine to go 
with the lunch you bring. The 
address is 1362 Fortunes Cove 
Lane, Lovingston.

Our annual Christmas luncheon 
will be at Calvary Baptist 
Church in Lovingston at noon 
Friday, December 6. 

A sign-up sheet for food and 
beverage contributions was cir-
culated at the October meeting 
and will be again at November’s. 

Plan to join in the gift swap 
with a package decorated using 
fresh plant material. Jackie Britt 
is chairing the arrangements.

Our sale of fresh holiday greens, 
swags, centerpieces and other 
decorations will be at Rockfish 
Valley Community Center  
Saturday, December 7.  

The market, at 190 Rockfish 
School Lane, Afton, offers local 
farm produce and crafts, and 
serves a hot country breakfast. 

Ways and Means Chair Sue Carl-
son will be seeking volunteers 
to assist.

‘Tis the Season . . . to Plan for Celebrating
“Fun Arrangements for the Holidays” will be the 
topic of our own Grace Morris’s program for No-
vember. She’ll show us several easy designs, and 
give us fresh ideas for materials we can gather 
and prepare to make our arrangements special. 

Grace’s program will serve as a pre-workday 
workshop for our annual December sale of fresh 
and lasting holiday designs.

Grace is well qualified to guide us, as she has so 
often before. She is a Master Flower Show Judge, 
State Judges Council Treasurer; has been chair 
of the Virginia Federation of Garden Club’s an-
nual symposium for three years; will be chair of 
the VFGC Convention in 2015; and belongs to, in 
addition to the Nelson County Garden Club, the 

Dogwood and Thomas Jefferson garden clubs in 
Charlottesville, Beverley Garden Club of Staunton, 
Ikebana of Richmond, Shenandoah Designers 
Guild, Shenandoah District Judges Council, and 
VFGC Judges Council.

The membership meeting on November 1 will 
begin with social time and refreshments at 1:30, 
followed by the program at 2, and then the busi-
ness meeting. Visitors are welcome. Hostesses for 
November are Grace, Joan Habel, and Gail Troy.

“The Pumpkins Have It:”Bring a design 
using a pumpkin or pumpkin-shaped 
gourd of any size—real or fake. It can 
be the container, or part of the design. 
Your horticulture entry can be any 
bloom from your garden.
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B I R T H D A Y S          

November
 05 Roberta Dunn

11 Gail Troy

Notes from October’s Program: 

Understanding and Managing Wildlife in Your Neighborhoood
Rabies are in most Virginia coun-
ties including Nelson. Aerial bait-
ing—sachets of rabies inoculant, 
flavored to attract animals, are 
now being dropped in Southwest 
Virginia; biting into a packet im-
munizes the animal.

Deer can clear an 8-foot fence 
from standing. Predators and 
starvation reduce their numbers 
but we still have perhaps 1,000 
times as many as 50 years ago. 
Citizens can provide input to 
length of hunting seasons. Fenc-
ing higher than 8’ or baited elec-
tric wire can keep them out. Repel 
them with dogs, tree guards, 
lights on a timer, smells they 
don’t like such as human hair, 
soap, dried blood, coyote urine. 
As of July 1 vegetable gardeners 
can get a permit to destroy deer 
on their property.

Groundhogs live 2-3 years, 
increase quickly, keep multiple 
dens, No permit is needed to de-
stroy them. Filling in unused bur-
rows in spring can prevent their 
use; dogs can discourage them, as 
can used kitty litter.

Cottontail rabbits. Only 5-10% 
live one season. They can gnaw 
young trees and eat spring garden 
greens. Clear out brush piles; use 
a smelly spray, or let your dog out.

Raccoons. Beware of any that are 
active during day; some carry and 
spread rabies for up to a year 
without showing symptoms. Keep 
pet food inside and garbage se-

cure. It’s illegal to relocate them, 
or any other wildlife.

Skunks, attractive to predators, 
are rabies carriers. Dogs don’t 
mind the smell. Elevate food 
sources at least one foot, as they 
are not climbers. Remove habitats, 
such as brush and trash piles

Moles can be trapped. They tun-
nel in search of grubs and will 
leave when grubs are gone. Com-
pacting soil can help.

Voles like loose soil or dense 
cover, such as mulch or English 

ivy. One vole in spring can be 50 
by fall. Wrap trees with hardware 
cloth; trap. Cats will catch.

Squirrels will damage gardens 
and eat from birdfeeders. Dog 
harassment works. Trimming 
branches to 10’ from garage or 
house will help keep them out of 
structures. 

Black bears live 3-5 years and are 
adaptable as to diet; have excel-
lent sense of smell; can run 35 
mph. Never feed; secure garbage 
and pet food. Will destroy bird 
feeders. Fencing not effective. 

Canada Geese can be hunted 
during legal season, or property 
owners can shoot resident ones 
anytime. Barrier at water’s edge—
fencing, or 10-foot wide band 
of high grass—can be effective. 
Oiling eggs works better than 
destroying them.

Woodpeckers can damage wood 
siding as a mating call. Repair 
damage, spray bird with water, or 
use “eye” balloons.

Vultures can live over 20 years. 
Turkey vultures eat only carrion, 
but black vultures will prey on 
small livestock. Both will damage 
items made of rubber and other 
stretchy things.

Coyotes, the most adaptable 
animal here, have migrated into 
almost all Eastern states. Wolves 
control them in some Western 
states. Guard dogs will protect 
livestock.

Jon W. Donaldson, USDA Wildlife 
Specialist, and our October speaker. 

Wildlife Hotline: 

804-739-7739

December

09 Eula Clark

14 Emma Hartmann

    Becky Tucker

18 Mary Lee Embrey

21 Shirley McGatha

27 Trish Pond

January
 
02 Joan Shelto

04 Joanne Camden

15 Barbara Marshall

21 Dorothy Lee Giles

26 Jackie Britt
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Highlights of the Board—October

Recording Secretary: Minutes of September Board 
meeting, taken and published by Sally O’Neil, 
were not read. 

Treasurer: Cheryl’s report showed an available 
balance to date of $3,019.98. Receipts included 
$95 in Belk Sale tickets. Disbursements included 
a $50 honorarium to October speaker Jon W. 
Donaldson. The Board agreed that Cheryl should 
set aside $450 in the checking account as our an-
nual $225 flower show contribution for 2012 and 
2013; this is reflected in the balance. Esther noted 
that members and friends of the Club contributed 
$160 to Amherst Nelson Kid Care last month.

District Meeting: Sally, Sue Tatum, and Gail were 
to attend the Shenandoah District Fall meeting at 
Early Mountain Vineyards in Madison on October 10. 

Flower Show: Gail reported that she will inquire at 
the District meeting whether the current Flower 
Show Handbook will apply to spring 2015; if so, 
she will urge members who do not have a copy to 
obtain one, and all to bring designs to meetings 
based on its rules.

Programs: After discussion, the Board agreed 
that Rosemary will make Suiling Weed’s offered 

projector available to speakers for the next six 
months, after which we will revisit the question 
of purchasing a projector to be housed by the 
program chairs. Rosemary noted that, for the 
spring, she is recruiting speakers with emphasis 
on gardening topics. 

Ways and Means: In Sue Carlson’s absence, Sally 
noted that we have the Belk Sale in November and 
our sale of holiday decorations at RVCC coming 
up. After discussion, the Board agreed that we 
will consider another auction of members’ cloth-
ing and household items for 2014-15. 

Website: Sally said she will ask Elizabeth Upshur if 
she has a plan for the NCGC Website. The Board 
agreed that Elizabeth has given service “above 
and beyond;” Sally will ask her to put a value 
on her work so that we may give her a letter of 
acknowledgement for tax purposes. The Board 
discussed various ways of honoring members 
who give exceptional service and would welcome 
ideas from the membership.

With no further business, the meeting was ad-
journed.

October 9, 2013, home of Sally O’Neil 

Officers present: Sally O’Neil, President; Esther Larkin, Vice President; Cheryl Brogdon, Treasurer; Ber-
nice Thieblot, Recording Secretary. Officers absent: None. 

Others present: Gail Troy, Rosemary Weiss

Officer and Committee Reports

Announcement

The next meeting of the Board will be November 
14 at 10 a.m. at the home of Rosemary Weiss, 369 
Hidden Creek Road, Nellysford, 434-361-1973. 

Any member may attend or ask to be put on the 
agenda by contacting Sally O’Neil.

Seen at October’s membership meeting: (l. to r.) Dorothy Lee Giles, Anne New-
man, Burnley Harvey, a winning centerpiece, Cheryl Brogdon, and Bea Perdue.
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Garden Club Calendar
November 1 NCGC Memership Meeting at Nelson County Library 1:30 pm

November 9 Belk Charity Sale at Fashion Square, Charlottesville 6-10 am

December 5 Workday for Holiday Greens Sale, Mountain Cove Bistro 10 am

December 6 Christmas Luncheon at Calvary Baptist Hall, Lovingston Noon

December 7 Holiday Greens Sale at RVCC Farmers Market, Afton Morning

No Board Meeting in December

January30 NCGC Board Meeting at Esther Larkin 10 am

The Dirt is published March through 
December for members and friends  
of the Nelson County Garden Club.

Photographer: Becky Wilson

Editor:  
Bernice Thieblot

schuylark@msn.com 
P.O. Box 35 

Schuyler VA 22969

Deadline for submissions: 
15th of previous month.

Preferred formats: 
Text—body of email 
Photos—medium-quality JPEG

Beautiful Day at Lewis Ginter . . .

From Sally O’Neil: “The August trip to Lewis Gint-
er Gardens was very successful. Nine of us walked 
down the garden paths, ooh-ing and aah-ing over 
the plants and trees. It was a gorgeous day for 
doing just that. Thank you, Suiling and Bea, our 
grand trip leaders. “


