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Design Teams: Grace Morris (far left), who coordinated our decorating for the Nelson County Historical Society’s 
May 18 tour of historic homes, gathered her teams at Oakland before all departed to work on-site at the six prop-
erties to be opened the following day. Left to right, Grace, Karla Murray, Rebecca Moyer, Elizabeth Upshur, Shirley 
McGatha, Jeanne Lawson, Dorothy Lee Giles, Sue Carlson, Cheryl Brogdon, Jane Taylor, Anne Newman, Rosemary 
Weiss, Gail Troy, and Barbara Marshall. (More photos on pages 3,4,5)

June Program:

Festive Inauguration of New NCGC Leadership Set for June 7

Our summer Hat Parade, potluck luncheon, and 
installation of officers for 2013-15 will be held at 
noon Friday, June 7, in the fellowship hall of Calvary 
Baptist Church. The church is located in Lovingston 
just across Route 29 from the Nelson Center. 

Bring a favorite luncheon dish and decorate your 
hat with fresh flowers. Prizes will be awarded for 
the loveliest, most creative, funniest, and most out-
rageous. Questions should be directed to special ar-
rangements chair Jackie Britt (jackie4me@aol.com).
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Two years ago in June. . .

H O S T E S S E S  

May (correction)

Jackie Britt

Eula Clark 

Cathy Orth

July

Cheryl Brogdon

Yulita Ellis

Bernice Thieblot

President’s Report:

. . . Jackie handed the gavel 
over to me. And now, the 
gavel is being passed again. 
I know Sally will be a terrific 
president, bringing a lively 
sense of humor and her usual 
efficiency, professionalism,  
and creativity to the position.  

My theme for these two years was “family” and 
looking back, I realize that we truly are a family.  
We are united by a common interest in gardening 
and in creating beautiful flower arrangements.  
Even more, though, is a bond of friendship, mutual 
support, and yes, I’ll say it, “love for each other.”.

Some of us were born and raised here and some 
are transplants. Some are related to each other 
and some came to the group as strangers. We 
have transcended  boundaries of age, religion, 
and ethnicity in a way that many organizations 
and groups don’t seem to achieve.

Some of us, like me, need a good bit of help to ar-
range flowers, others find gardening challenging.  
Over and over, the rest of the family patiently 
coaches and encourages.  

We’ve had a busy and productive two years. In 
July, Becky will present her annual slide show to 
remind us of the fun we had as we accomplished 
so much. 

I want to thank the elected  officers—Sally, Cheryl, 
and Bernice, as well as the rest of the Board—you 
know who you are—and all those who stepped up 
to lead an activitiy. Special thanks to Grace, who 
helps us improve our horticulture and arrange-
ments, and Eula, who inspires us each month with 
her reflections and prayers.

Thanks to each of you who encouraged me, gave 
me advice and, above all, made me part of this 
family called The Nelson County Garden Club.

Sue Carlson, Outgoing President

B I R T H D A Y S          

June

2 Esther Larkin

5 Suiling Weed

19  Yulita Ellis

20 Sue Carlson 
 Grace Morris

28 Hannah Gardner

July

4  Bernice Thieblot

13  Nancy Tapager

M A Y  A W A R D S
 

Design

As you Like It: Gail Troy —Blue
 

Horticulture

Barbara Marshall — Six Blue, 
One Red

 
Table Design

Jackie Britt — Blue

From SallyO:

A new fiscal year is starting for The Nelson County Garden Club, and we have plenty 
of opportunities for you to be an active member.  

We’re hoping that each of you will join a committee (or two), suggest new activities 
and trips for us, and tell us about a program that you would like. Share whatever 
ideas you may have.   

The first Board meeting will be on Thursday morning, June 13, at 10:00 at my home, 
2862 Southern Hills Drive, North Garden. A light lunch will follow the meeting.
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The Scene May 17. . .
With buckets of flowers, tools, and lunches, design teams fanned out. 
The six sites for the 22nd Tour of Historic Homes and Properties in 
the Lowesville, Piney River, and Arrington 
communties included: Woodson’s Mill, The 
Rock House, Oakland, Trinity Episcopal 
Church, the Old Arington School, and Ingle-
wood Lavender Farm (right). 
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. . . and May 18
Just a few of the more than 50 designs visitors saw 
the day of the tour. (House tour photo coverage by 
Becky Wilson and Armand Thieblot)
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Officer and Committee Reports

May 3, 2013, Nelson County Memorial Library
 

Socializing and refreshments preceded the meeting’s program: a slide 
show and discussion by Jim Troy (right) of nearly thirty useful edible and 
medicinal plants we’ve been weeding out of our gardens without even  
trying them. 

President Sue Carlson called the meeting to order at 2:00 and introduced 
guests Andy Bopick, brought by Shirley McGatha, and Betsy Angelasto of 
the Natural History Center, who thanked us for our work at the Center  
for Virginia Garden Week, for which she gave us some excellent publicity.

Noting the success of recent projects, Sue thanked members for their 
support during her administration. Chaplain Eula Clark read a Mother’s 
Day poem and a selection of commercial answers to “What is God Like?” 
Secretary Bernice Thieblot recorded minutes.

Old Business

Secretary: With no corrections or additions to the 
April minutes, they were approved as published 
in the May issue of The Dirt.

Treasurer: Cheryl  Brogdon reported for April 
a beginning balance of $4,051.24 and an ending 
balance of $4,190.44. Notable receipts: $200 in 
member dues, and $50 from Belk Spring Charity 
Sale coupons.

Memorial Garden: Chair Sharon Gress asked that 
members visiting the Library or Visitor Center 

during dry periods give the garden a drink.

Nature Camp: Burnley Harvey reported there 
was no vacancy this year at Nature Camp, so 
our scholarship will not be used. She donated 
the deposit to the camp on our behalf.

Dorothy Lee Giles Scholarship: Esther Larkin 
reported that the committee has chosen a stu-
dent recipient, to be announced at the Nelson 
County High School annual awards ceremony 
Monday, May 13. 

Nelson County Historic Homes Tour: Grace Mor-
ris, who has agreed to coordinate our decorating 
of the properties, gave an overview of the run-up 
and the May 17 workday. 

To assure both high quality work and a good 
learning experience, she will assign team mem-
bers to assure that each team has a mix of more 
and less experienced designers. Gail Troy offered 
to captain the Old Arrington School. 

Given the properties’ locations, we will meet on the 
17th at 9 a.m. at Oakland, rather than at the Library. 

Election of Officers: The slate of candidates for 
2013-15, announced at the April meeting, was 
elected by affirmation and a show of hands: Presi-
dent—Sally O’Neil; Vice President—Esther Larkin; 
Treasurer—Cheryl Brogdon; Secretary—Bernice 
Thieblot.

New Business / Announcements

*Subject to approval

           Minutes of May MeMbership Meeting

Survey: Sue passed a survey of media preference 
for Old Dominion Gardener. Our members voted 
for online vs. print delivery 14 to 6.

Garden Symposium: Grace reminded everyone that 
the Shenandoah Distirct Flower Show Symposium is 
July 15-17 at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel in Staunton.

Resignation: Sue reported that Jean Brokamp, 
who is now living in Charlottesville, has resigned 
from the club.

Next meeting: With no further business, the meet-
ing was adjourned at 3:50; the next meeting will be 
at noon Friday, June 7, at Calvary Baptist Church.
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Garden Club Scholarship Awarded May 13
Jordan Fitzgerald of Tyro is this year’s winner of 
our Dorothy Lee Bowling Giles Scholarship. The 
graduating senior at Nelson County High School 
plans to study forestry next year at Dabney Lan-
caster Community College. 

Esther Larkin chaired the selection committee 
that interviewed candidates, and presented the 
$500 grant at the awards ceremony at the high 
school on May 13. Suiling Weed, Gail Troy, and 
Becky Wilson assisted with interviewing candi-
dates. Dorothy Lee also attended the ceremony.

Of the winner, Esther said, “Jordon was a delight 
during the interviews. All of the students were 
wonderful, however, awarding the scholarship to 
Jordan was unanimous with us. When I told the 
guidance counselor, Heather Taress, she was so 
happy, as he was who she wanted us to choose.    

“Following the ceremony, Jordan came up to me 
and thanked the Garden Club again, and then he 
said ‘Can I give you a hug?’ I, of course, said yes!  
What a nice young man.”

Early Spring at BRMC. . .

With rain the night before and more in the forecast, only Becky Wilson and Bernice Thieblot showed up at the Blue 
Ridge Medical Center the morning of May 11 at the appointed time for NCGC planting and photos. After weeding a 
bit of Japanese hop from one of the beds and taking photos of each other, they left for Saunders’ Spring Plant Sale.
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Garden Club Calendar
May 23 NCGC Board  Meeting at Nelson County Library 10 am

June 7 NCGC Summer Luncheon at Calvary Baptist Church Noon

June 13 NCGC Board  Meeting at Sally O’Neil’s 10 am

June 21 First Day of Summer

July 5 NCGC Membership Meeting at Nelson County Library 1:30

July 15-16 Flower Show Symposium, Staunton

August 2 NCGC Memberhsip Meeting at Nelson County Library 1:30


